
The long barrows of the Wolf’s House.  

Monuments for the living and the dead.  

 

More than 7,000 years ago, our hunter-gatherer ancestors faced the arrival of new 
populations who were going to seed and plant. Humans settled thanks to agriculture and 
farming. Keeping in touch with nature providing life and without forgetting their ancestors, 
they staked out their territory with menhirs (tall stones put in a vertical position) and 
dolmens ( megalithic tombs ) established in such a special way that they remained 
unaffected over the years.  

Human beings have been burying people for more than 100,000 years : a practice linked 
to neolithic society (before 6,000 and 2,000 years BC) which adds an architectural and 
cultural dimension to this practice : huge burial places with gigantic stones.  

Dolmens were implanted with other megaliths on special places of the region so that they 
could be easily seen. Dowsers used to find a seam of water under the tomb. The stones 
came from specific quarries sometimes very far away. The axis and opening of the 
monument may be linked to special astronomic moments (Solstice sunrise or sunset for 
example).  

 
Poulnabrone Dolmen Ireland at summer solstice. 

At some times, during the Late Neolithic for example, early peoples integrated ancestors 
into their lives and around them and worshipped them with vessels meant to receive the 
offerings and whose fragments were discovered during diggings…The group chose the 
people whose remains  
(or a part of them) would carefully be let into the tomb. Ornaments (beaded necklaces, 
arrowheads…) were preserved until today.  



    
 
These monuments should be more than just a tomb at that time when beliefs and customs 
were closely linked. These memorial sites used to be places of religious life and may develop 
social and political life.  
These monuments were used as tombs at least until the Metal Age.  

They were a fabulous media for one’s fantasy (fairies, leprechauns), mainly in the 19th 
century but with Christianism they are known as « Pierre du diable » (devil’s stones) or « 
Oustal del Loup ! ».  

These monuments were forgotten, time went on and erosion kept on sculpting them. 
Quarrymen and all sorts of builders made use of them.  

Moreover, many treasure-seekers ruined them and prevented scientists from finding 
information by damaging them and wiping clues.  

These two Megalithic stones were created in the late Neolithic period, between 3,500 and 
2,000 BC. They were used as collective tombs. They are part of the long barrows known 
as « d’Aquitaine », a different kind of simple dolmens or with dolmens with corridors which 
are older.  

The long barrow known as « d’Aquitaine » is composed of a thin tomb preceded by an 
access aisle as large as it. Several large slabs of stone covers (tables) were placed on two 
vertical stones that served as feet (orthostats). A stone was sometimes used to separate 
the tomb and the corridor. The stone covers and the corridor hight were being reduced 
from the tomb to the entrance door. The ground was leveled or even paved to welcome the 
dead or the remains.  

These graves were usually covered with piles of earth and stones cleverly arranged making 
a tumulus which looked like a kind of artificial cave.  



 

To keep this amazing heritage, our village bought the fields to his owner.  

 Marsales Fathers thus started to develop the site to allow present and coming generations 
to learn how our ancestors from Perigord were living and behaving. 

 



The long barrow known as the « Oustal del Loup » n°1  

 

from Jean CLOTTES ’s sketch … 

This long borrow, overgrown and damaged by tree vegetation was cleaned out.  

It is now about 7m50 by 45/50 cm wide. It must have been 9m90 from the apse to its 

entrance.  

It is oriented 123 degrees to the north.  

It is made of large chalcedonian limestone slabs which emerge in the surrounding 

forests. Chalcedony, a mineral composed of flint, a microcrystalline variety of 

quartz  (SiO2). 
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The burial chamber is 1m30 high with its two orthostats longer than those in the 

corridor (1m50); it is closed on the west side with a slab called « the apse ». The floor 

is made of a smaller slab.  

2 rows made of 4 orthostats form a degressive height barrow towards the entrance. 

Other slabs must have been destroyed by strain . This barrow is partly filled.  

Two huge slabs still remain as a roof :  

• one over the chamber on the left side.  

• the other one over the corridor on the right.  

Huge stones litter the barrow, they may be parts of the roof with no ways of reverting 

to their earlier position.  

The barrow ( a mound of earth + chalcedonian limestone blocks) is rather collapsing 

and deteriorating. It is now a 15 m by 10 m long oval but was certainly less wide when 

the monument was built. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The long barrow known as the « Oustal del Loup » n°2  

 
from Jean CLOTTES ’s sketch ...   

 

It is 6m45 by 60cm wide in its narrow part.  

It is oriented 123 degrees to the north like its neighbour and located 

on the same seam of water running under the tomb.  

Its slabs are made of limestone with local flint and its tumulus is 

made of mounds of earth and chalcedonian limestone blocks put 

together to strengthen the vertical slabs.  

A chestnut tree grew in the burial chamber lifting and removing the 

slabs. This chamber is closed with an apse slab.Two vertical slabs 

were put to build  its sidewalls : one still exists whereas the other 

one was lifted by the tree.  

A roofing slab lies in the south part on the tumulus.  
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Another roofing slab is also on the tumulus at the entrance.  

The corridor which is backfilled is delimited by small vertical slabs 

(orthostats).  

We seldom see two barrows so close one each other and with the 

same architecture.  

It could have been built later than the first one.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


